
12 Wauchope Gazette, Thursday October 22, 2009 email: wauchopegazette@ruralpress.com

How you canssaavvee  wwiitthh  ssoollaarr
THE facts about solar

seem to be constantly
changing as the Federal and
State Governments change
their Climate Change tac-
tics and credentials.

The truth is that the
average Australian believes
in solar as a power source,
and most are horrified to
discover that Australia is so
far behind Europe in its
solar technology, uptake
and rebates.

How can we make a dif-
ference to both our power
bills and our carbon foot-
print by harnessing the one
thing we have plenty of in
Australia - the sun?

GRID-CONNECTED
SOLAR - Every home,office,
school and other building
has the potential to become
its own mini power station
by installing solar panels on
a north-facing roof and con-
necting them into an energy
inverter and your meter
box.

When the sun shines
(and even on cloudy days)
the daylight pumps power
firstly into your building to
supply any power require-
ments there, and then back
into the electricity grid.
After the sun has gone
down, your power needs are
met by your electricity sup-
plier, and at the end of the
billing cycle they do a tally
of what you used from them,
versus what you provided to
them.

At the moment they pay
like for like (ie they bill you

18 cents per Kilowatt
Hour, and they pay you
18 cents per kW/h for
what you produce).
But all that changes as
of the 1st January
when the new NSW
feed-In Tariff comes
into effect.

From that date on
all the NSW electricity
companies have to pay
60 cents (nett) per
kW/h. As they say in
America, do the math!

SOLAR HOT
WATER - Rather than
paying the electricity
company to heat up
your water, you make
an initial infrastruc-
ture investment and
then enjoy free hot
water for ever more.

Solar Hot Water
systems are a really
cheap and effective
way to make a difference
both to the environment
and your monthly electrici-
ty bills. (Water heating is
the largest single source of
greenhouse gas emissions
from the average
Australian home, account-
ing for around 28 per cent of
home energy use (excluding
the family car).

Installing a climate
friendly hot water system
can shave $300 to $700 off
an average family’s electric-
ity bills each year.)

Solar Hot Water systems
have evolved dramatically
over the last few years and
there is now a wide choice of

(Renewable Energy
Certificate).

A 1.5 KW system
will cost from $11,000
and earn 155 RECs. A
2 KW system will cost
from $14,000 and earn
165 RECs. Solar Hot
Water costs from
$5500 and you will
receive $1600 rebate
from the Federal
Government and
between $600 and
$1,200 from the State
Government depend-
ing on the system.

You will also receive
RECs.

REBATES AND
RECs - The Rudd
Government has intro-
duced a new system for
Australians wishing to
install solar. Rather
than a straight rebate,
they are allotting more

Renewable Energy
Certificates in the form of
Solar Credits to each style
of installation. These are
literally shares in the
Renewable Energy sector
which coal power compa-
nies and industrials buy in
order to meet their
Renewable Energy Targets.
Prices for RECs had risen to
$48.00 per certificate under
the old rebate scheme but
are currently down to
$25.00 each as the new
scheme has created a glut in
the market. So hold on to
your RECs for a rainy day
and wait for the new Feed In
Tariff.

BUYER BEWARE! -
Unfortunately there are
some big companies out
there with some strong-
arm, sign up now sales tac-
tics and as a result some
sorry tales to be told. When
you are choosing a supplier
for any form of solar invest-
ment, ask the following
questions: is this person a
CEC accredited installer?
How long have they person-
ally been installing solar
systems for?  Where are the
panels from and what
brand are they?  What
brand inverter will be used?
(like all things, there is the
good, the bad, the ugly and
then the cheap and nasty.)
And most importantly,
where are these people from
and who will come to fix it if
anything goes wrong and
how long might a call out
take?

BENEFITS FOR BUSI-
NESSES - Under the
Government stimulus
package, businesses who
install a grid-connected
solar system before 31st
December 2009 are eligible
for a 50% tax break on the
whole installation cost (if
they turn over less than $2
million per annum).

Even if you are not yet
ready for the move to clean,
green power for any part of
your home or office, you will
be well served in talking to
an expert about becoming
more energy efficient - not

just for the sake of the envi-
ronment and keeping this
pristine area pollution free,
but because the less you
use, the less you pay for! The
big drains on your energy
usage are any household
items which have a heating
element - the iron, bread-
maker, toaster, hairdryer,
electric grill, front loading
washing machine, toasted
sandwich maker, electric
frypan, air conditioner,
heaters, hot water service
etc. Actually turning off
lights is not nearly as help-
ful as getting rid of a few of
the above. Having the TV,
video, microwave etc on
standby drains a surprising
amount of energy from the
power source, and pennies
from your pocket. Actually
turning all those appliances
off at the switch will make a
big difference to your power
bills.

There is no doubt that
solar power is the only
viable future for Australia’s
energy needs. And sooner or
later we have to take
responsibility, both collec-
tively and individually for
our power requirements so
that civilisation can grow in
a sustainable way. Let’s
hope it’s this generation
that takes a stand,
embraces solar, and makes
a difference.

Let’s power Australia
not by digging deep into the
earth, but by looking up.

styles, makes and models to
suit your roof, budget and
household size (for instance
round solar tubes to blend in
with corrugated roofs, hot
water tanks on the ground
rather than with the panel
etc.,) and you can choose
between having a gas or
electricity booster systems
for those cool cloudy days.

HOW MUCH? - As a
guide, a 1 KW  grid connect
system, producing (on aver-
age) five KW hours a day,
will cost from $9000. You
will earn 103 RECS

Ged McCarthy, from
Energy and Space P/L

POWER FOR THE PEOPLE...SOLAR FACTS & FIGURES

p
n

19
73

79
1



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [745.512 1094.173]
>> setpagedevice


